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Acción Latina Presents

2008: 27th Annual 

Encuentro del Canto Popular

Friday, Dec. 5th and Saturday, Dec. 6th 8pm

Renewable Song

Canto Renovable

Brava Theater, 2781 24th St. 

San Francisco
Very few music festivals carry the social message that the Encuentro Del Canto Popular has in its 27-year existence. 

Born out of the Mission District community newspaper El Tecolote, it began as a benefit for budding journalism students but quickly turned into a festival of international scope, and has featured some of the world's most renowned troubadours.

The Encuentro celebrates our diverse cultural expressions while providing a forum for the many concerns of the Latino community and consolidating connections with families, neighbors, co-workers and friends both old and new. Acción Latina (which produces the two-night festival) has retained its focus on showcasing the music of people in struggle.  This year Encuentro will share through song the concern for non-renewable resources in the world such as water and oil. 

Friday, December 5th

This year's Encuentro highlights the presence of Bolivian culture in the American continent through SuriManta and the struggle to continue its way to democracy, by respecting their culture and their twice-elected president. This year we have chosen SuriManta, and a collaboration of members of two reknown Bolivian groups Savia Andina and Sol Simiente Sur, and Sukay, one of the most recognized Andean groups in U.S. SuriManta will play charango, kena, guitar, drums and percussion. Their repertoire includes traditional Bolivian music as well as original contemporary compositions that maintain the essence of Bolivian indigenous music. SuriManta will include a few dances from Renacer Folklorico Boliviano. On the same night Pasión Habanera will add to Encuentro traditional Cuban music from the 50’s, which will be a unique musical trip of Havana streets with feelings of traditional trova, boleros, and rural son. Pasión Habanera is led by Ivan Camblor from the very well know group, Pellejo Seco. The night will open with two Oaxacan tehuanas who will bring to Encuentro poetry and song so as not to forget the daily struggle of living far away from our lands. Nancy and Elizabeth Esteva are: Una flor, un canto y una poesía. 

They will sing in Spanish and perhaps also in Zapotec language.
Saturday, December 6th 

Encuentro presents Rupa and April Fishes. Rupa's interest is in the arbitrary nature of borders and the artificial creation of differences and divisions between people who are the same at the core. Rupa and April Fishes are influenced by French chanson, Argentinean tango, Gypsy swing, American folk, Latin cumbias, and even Indian ragas.

Continuing with its tradition of promoting musical forms that express a social message, this year's Encuentro will feature, Liliana Herrera. She comes to the stage with extraordinary musicians who present family cabaret full of passion, rancheras, funk, blues and rock. This night, Encuentro will open with the youngest Latin group we’ve ever presented: Futuro Picante  a talented group of musicians between 9-17 years old who carry the traditional heritage of masters such as Beny More, Tito Puente, and Perez Prado. Futuro Picante will play salsa, cumbias, jazz and other genres. 

Both evenings will also emcee’d by local radio host Donald Lacy from KPOO 89.5 FM community radio station in San Francisco. 

Acción Latina, presenter of the Encuentro del Canto Popular is a non-profit Mission District-based organization founded in 1985 to promote social change and cultural pride within the Latino community of San Francisco.  Acción Latina is a volunteer-based collective with a proven track record of commitment to the promotion of excellence in Latino education, art and culture. Among other projects promoted by Acción Latina is the Mission District bilingual newspaper El Tecolote (founded in 1970) and Fuerza Joven, a program designed to recruit and train youth between 12 and 18 in all aspects of creative writing and journalism.

Ticket outlets:

Modern Times Bookstore 415-282 9246 and Julio’s Records 415-648 1054

For more info visit our website at: www.accionlatina.org/encuentro
Images available

